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Note to readers: 
 
Our research files have been compiled by a committed and diligent team of volunteer researchers.  
 
Please be aware that while our volunteers have received training in basic research skills, they are 
not professional historians.  
 
We welcome further use of our research-files (with due credit).  However, we encourage you to 
perform your own fact-checking / research processes  before relying on any of the information 
contained here. 
 
 
  



 
Born: 10th November 1919 in the small village of Polaca, 5 km south east of the city of Knin in the 
province of Dalmatia in Yugoslavia. (In present day Croatia) It is a farming area growing among 
other things, olives and vines. 
 
Family: Ilija and Stana Maglov. Danilo’s father was a farmer, who died in 1939. 
 
Danilo had a primary education and his work was given as farmer and also as quarryman. 
 
Danilo had six brothers - Stevan, Milan, David, Dusan, Spase (Spaso) and Lazar (Lazo) and a 
sister Andjelija.  
 
The family were Orthodox Catholics. Maglov is a common name in the Knin area. 
 
 
World War II 
 
Sections in italics are taken from an obituary written by the Movement of Serbian Chetniks 
Ravne Gore, of which Danilo was a member. 
 
The Second World War in Yugoslavia was extremely brutal. On 6 April 1941 Adolf Hitler gave the 
order for German forces to invade Yugoslavia and Greece.  The makeup of the population of 
Yugoslavia at the time of World War Two was complex. Broadly speaking, there were two main 
ethnic groups - the Serbs and the Croats - plus three other smaller ethnic groupings. Hitler was 
able to profit from the tension between these ethnic groups, particularly that between the Serbs 
and Croats. 
 
 
1941 Danilo goes to Ljubljana to join the army.   
 
Danilo had decided to join the army in Ljubljana. Unfortunately due to harsh political conditions the 
army soon disintegrated and Danilo decided to make his way back to Knin – 850 kms away on 
foot. 
 
Facing attack from three sides, the ethnically-divided Yugoslav Army soon succumbed and by 17 
April Yugoslavia had capitulated. However in the remote mountain regions, resistance forces soon 
emerged and Axis forces became locked in a protracted and appallingly brutal anti-partisan war, 
which raged across much of the territory. The resistance groups divided into two main movements 
- the Chetniks and the Partisans. From October 1941 there was full-scale conflict between the 
groups.  Both sides were extremely brutal and many atrocities occurred. Between 1941 and 1945 it 
has been estimated that in Yugoslavia 1.7 million people were killed. And of these, one million 
were caused by Yugoslav killing Yugoslav. 

Chetniks - in Serbian the word means a detachment of men. These bands were nominally led by a 
former Yugoslav Army Colonel, named Dragoljub ('Draza') Mihailovic. The Chetniks were never a 
homogenous ideological movement but they all were loyal to the old Royalist regime and all 
desired to ensure the survival of the Serbian population, often violently 'cleansing' areas of Croats 
and Muslims. Mihailovic established his first stronghold in the mountainous Ravna Gora area of 
western Serbia and named his group "The Ravne Gore Movement" Soon Chetnik numbers were 
swelled by Serb peasants many of these participants seeking simply to defend their local village 
from the terrible brutalities of the Ustase - the Croatian fascist and terrorist organisation.  
 



 
Partisans - The rival resistance movement, the Partisans, were led by Tito who was head of the 
underground Yugoslav Communist party. The Partisans' goal was to create an independent 
Socialist Yugoslav state by freeing the country from Axis occupation.  

 

Danilo joins the Chetniks 

Upon arrival to his beloved village of Polaca, Danilo took it upon himself to enlist in the local army 
as a means of protecting his village and the surrounding area...He decided to enlist in the 1st 
Brigade of the Dalmatian platoon under the umbrella of the Dinarci Division, led by the Duke 
Momcilo Djujic. Danilo was given the title of Staff Sergeant. 

The Chetnik Dinara Division was organized in 1942 and headed by Momčilo Đujić, a Serbian 
Orthodox priest and Chetnik commander.  He was tried and convicted in absentia after the war for 
war crimes by the new Yugoslav communist government, including responsibility for organising 
and carrying out a series of mass murders, massacres, tortures, rapes, robberies, and 
imprisonments, and collaborating with the Italian and German occupiers.  Đujić escaped and 
emigrated to the United States in 1949. Many members of the Dinara division are believed to have 
followed him there. Settling in California, Đujić played an important role in Serbian émigré circles 
and founded the Ravne Gore Movement of Serbian Chetniks.  

 
The fighting between Partisans and Chetniks continued to escalate, and as it developed so did the 
collaboration of the latter with the Axis forces. During 1943, the Partisans gained significant ground 
and started to pave the way for Socialist Revolution by crushing the Chetniks. 
 
….when Danilo decided to leave his beloved village of Polace, he left behind a mother in great 
mourning. In 1943, The Partisans captured her son Dusan and threw him into the pit of a firing 
squad. Her two youngest sons endured several bullets from behind and her daughter Andjelija was 
a victim from the bombings of Knin.  Andjelija left behind five very helpless little children. 

 
Spaso/Spase was killed in May 1943 and Lazar/Lazo was killed in January 1945. They had been 
fighters in the Dalmatian Proletarian Brigade and Second Dalmatian Brigade. During November 
and December 1944, the Yugoslav Partisans attacked the town of Knin, which was defended by 
14,000 German troops. Casualties were high. 
 
 
Danilo's war record card 
 
The crest on the card is probably that of the Royal Yugoslav Army, The Kingdom of Serbia or the 
Chetnik army and it seems more than likely this is a record of his time fighting. There are dates 
from 1941 to 1945. The first date is 27 July 1941 and the last date 6 September 1945. 
 
 
Danilo heads for Italy  
 
In 1944 as the Soviets advanced and the Germans retreated, Partisan forces liberated Belgrade, 
capital of Yugoslavia. Many Chetniks went into hiding though many were captured by the 
Partisans. Some were tried for treason and were sentenced to prison terms or death, while many 
retreated toward Italy. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89migr%C3%A9


 
Danilo and his fellow army brothers endured much hardship toward the end of 1944. Once Europe 
was liberated, Danilo found himself at a crossroads. He, along with the remaining troops from his 
brigade, decided to leave their beloved village of Polaca and set off for Italy. Under much 
uncertainty and political strife from the Communist regime, and enduring much physical hardship, 
Danilo and his remaining Chetnik brothers, set out on foot from Polaca to Slovenia and then after a 
few more months of gruelling hardships, set off on foot again from Slovenia to Italy. 
 
In late 1944 the Dinara division began withdrawing towards Slovenia, killing local Croats along the 
way. In May 1945 Đujić surrendered the division to Allied forces, who disarmed them and started to 
send its members to southern Italy. 

A question was asked of the Secretary of State in parliament in April 1947 as to how many 
Yugoslav displaced persons there were in camps in Italy. He replied that there were about 7,000 
known to be in camps in Italy and another 12,000 who had surrendered to British forces in 1945 
were in the process of being moved to the British zone in Germany. 
 
Danilo is sent to Germany 

From Italy, members of the Dinara division were taken to displaced persons camps in Germany 
and then dispersed. 

 
Displaced Persons Camps 

At the end of the Second World War, at least 11 million people had been displaced from their home 
countries with about seven million in Allied-occupied Germany. Allied forces took these people into 
their care by improvising shelter wherever it could be found and displaced persons camps were 
established in Germany, Austria and Italy. 

 
Danilo at Salzgitter Displaced Persons camp  
 
 
 
Certificate of Discharge (from army) 
Gives his details – name, date of birth, place of birth and his civil occupation as quarryman. In the 
medical certification he is marked as being fit, not having any distinguishing marks or disability and 
that he is not verminous or suffering from any infectious or contagious disease.  
 
He is recorded as being discharged from the Yugoslav army on  ? July (?) 1947 (indecipherable) 
and the form certified at No 1 P.W. Discharge Centre. Allied Discharging Officer was Capt. J H 
Smith A&SH (Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders?)  
 
His Resettlement Record  (no date)  gives his present location as Camp 2 in centre A.C.2932 in 
the town of Salzgitter in the region of Hanover. It records him as Maglov Danilo, single, date of 
birth 10.11.1919. Previous residence Polaca in the province of Dalmatia, Yugoslavia, religion as 
Orthodox and his citizenship as Yugoslavian. Educated at Polaca to Primary standard. His primary 
occupation as farmer. Identity card 439152.  
 
There was no preference of country for resettlement put down. It gives his financial resources as 1 
house and his present condition of health as fair. Languages as Serbian, spoken and written and 
as being fluent. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allied_Occupation_Zones_in_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria


 
 
He is given a Registration/Identity card 
 
Registration/Identity card PWX/DP 
Control Commission for German (British Zone)  
Displaced Persons Assembly Centre   AC2932 (camp number) 
 
Danilo Maglov  
Yugoslav M born 10 11 1919 Polaca (Knin) 
Eyes black Hair black 
no distinguishing marks 
 
Issued at Salzgitter 16 August 1947 
 
Holder of A.022223 
Regional Collecting Centre 
Passed 
 
Ministry of Labour and National Service 
Accepted as suitable for Employment in Great Britain subject to medical certificate 
11(?) November 1947 
 
 
The European Voluntary Workers (EVW) Scheme  
 
Under the European Volunteer Workers (EVW) scheme, the British government sent officials from 
the Ministry of Labour to the displaced person camps to recruit workers in order to meet the need 
for labour in key occupations in industry and farming, and well as in the new National Health 
Service which was to come into being in July 1948.  
 
There were various schemes. One scheme, called ‘Westward Ho!’, was designed to bring 
displaced persons to work in agriculture, forestry, coal mining and cotton textiles. In all, more than 
80,000 men and women came to Britain as EVWs. They received the same wages as British 
workers, but they could not leave their jobs without the permission of the Ministry of Labour. 
Furthermore, as ‘aliens’ they had to register with the police whenever they changed jobs or 
address.  
 
With his Registration/Identity card Danilo was able to come to Britain. 
 
The card is stamped: 
 
Immigration Office Harwich 2 December 1947 
 
Permitted to land on condition the holder registers at once with the Police, enters such employment 
as may be specified by the Ministry of Labour and National Service and does not leave such 
employment without the consent of the Ministry. 
 
Stamped with Hampshire Constabulary Fareham 4 December 1947 
Ministry of Labour Employment Exchange Portsmouth 5 December 1947 
Card marked as Entered in National Register EDQ 2731977 
 



 
Danilo was able to get a National Registration Identity Card, with the code EDQ 2731977 
Stamped by Hampshire Constabulary Fareham 6 December 1947 
 
 
Danilo sent to several displaced persons / EVW camps 
 
Under the European Volunteer Workers (EVW) scheme people were accommodated in hundreds 
of hostels throughout the country. These were of various types, including former military and POW 
camps, wartime industrial and agricultural hostels and new hostels converted or built after the war. 
 
The hostels were administered by organisations such as the National Service Hostels Corporation, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, the National Coal Board, the YMCA, local authorities and private 
industrial firms. Some EVWs remained in hostels for only a short time before finding private 
lodgings. Most were able to leave the hostels only after the beginning of 1951, when employment 
restrictions began to be lifted from those who had lived in the UK for at least three years. By the 
mid-1950s most of the hostels had been closed.  
 
 
Here is the series of hostels in which Danilo is registered as having stayed: 
 
6 December 1947 Bedhampton Camp Havant Hants  
 
This was a Royal Navy camp during WWII and after the camp closed it was used as a Displaced 
Persons camp. It was the main holding centre for southeast England.  
 
31 December 1947 Nissen Creek Pinhoe Nr Exeter  
 
This camp had been  a POW camp but at some stage had also provided accommodation during 
WWII for Womens Auxiliary Air Force staff associated with Exeter Airfield and the nearby Observer 
Corps Headquarters. 
 
In the camp there appears to have been other Yugoslavians. One Yugoslavian worker was 
accused of attacking another (both described as agricultural workers) and was taken to court. An 
account in the Exeter and Plymouth Gazette of 4 February 1947 described how a Yugoslavian 
interpreter gave evidence in court for the man accused.  
 
He said that all Yugoslavs in the camp had fought with General Michailovitch as Chetniks and had 
been lucky to escape to Italy and if the defendant was sent back he would be shot. The chairman 
of the court said that the defendant must learn to control his temper if he wanted to stay in Britain 
and he would recommend to the authorities that he was transferred to another camp. 
 
While at Nissen Creek Danilo joined the National Union of Agricultural Workers 
 
He joined in December 1947, possessing a Members Contribution card for 1948 and 1949-50 
 
DAEC Hostel Nissen Creek 
 
 
 
18 December 1950 Rockingham Camp Nr Corby 
 



 
There is no record of a camp with this name. It would seem likely that this was a camp called 
Brigstock camp between Brigstock and Stanion a couple of miles south east of Corby and in an 
area known as Rockingham Forest. It dates from 1925 when 55 huts were built here for the 
purpose of training men from 'distressed areas' of the north east to be lumberjacks. It was sold to 
the War Office in 1939 for war use, then after the war was used as a base for 400 women from the 
ATS until 1947. From 1947 to 1950/51 it housed displaced persons from across Europe. The US 
army took it over in 1951 as a training school for the 32nd Ant-Aircraft Artillery Brigade. It closed in 
1954 (though it was later used as a hostel for workers moving from Scotland to work at the Corby 
steel works).  
 
 A newspaper account from Corby about Ruza Banovic, a Yugoslav from Serbia, celebrating her 
100th birthday in November of 2019, mentioned that as a displaced person after the war she was 
sent to this camp to work as a chef. 
 
 
Danilo moves to Tiverton 
 
By the 1950’s, employment restrictions had begun to be lifted and Danilo had been in the county 
over 3 years, so he was presumably free to choose where to move.  
 
He is recorded on 14 September 1951 at 19 St Andrews Street Tiverton. 
 
 
Danilo marries Margaret Joyce Baker 
 
A marriage certificate records the following: 
 
16 February 1952 at St George's Tiverton  Dannie (?) Maglov 32 bachelor, factory worker living at 
19 St Andrews Street Tiverton, father Alaju (?) Maglov, deceased, farmer and Margaret Joyce 
Baker 21 spinster living at 22 St Andrews Street, Tiverton, father William Baker council worker. 
 
The birth certificate of his wife reads: 
 
Born 12 August 1930 Margaret Joyce. Father William Baker general labourer, mother Florence 
Baker formerly Venn. Living a 12 Melbourne Street Tiverton 
 
Together, they moved to 12 Heathcoat Bungalows, Bolham Road, Tiverton, on 18 February 1952 
 
 
Danilo gains British nationality (1966) 
 
 
Certification Of Naturalisation 
 
Under the British Nationality Act of 1948 a Certification of Naturalisation was granted by the  Under 
Secretary of State at the Home Office on 9th March 1966 for Danilo Magov of  29 Queensway, 
Cowley Moor, Tiverton.  
 
He is recorded as a “Textile worker. Nationality Yugoslavian”. 
 
'I, Danilo Maglov swear by Almighty God that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her 



 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her Heirs and Successors, according to law.'  
 
Sworn 12th March 1966 
 
Registered with the Home Office 17th March 1966 
 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
Image: Danilo’s Oath of Allegiance, photo courtesy Angela and Melina  
 
 
 
Danilo obtains a Yugoslavian passport (1981) 
 
Socialist Republic Federation of Jugoslavia 
Date of Birth: 10.11.19 Polaca, Knin  
Issued 28 February 1981 
 
He left Heathrow 1 August 1981 and returned 29 August 1981 from Zagreb.  
 
The passport is in the name of Damjan Maglov (Danilo – Serbian form of Daniel, Damjan – Serbian 
form of Damian) 
 
Enquiry: Tito died in 1980. Is this why Danilo went back in 1981? Why is his name given as 
Damjan? There was a Damjan Maglov born 1914 Polaca. Killed in February 1945. Did Danilo still 
not dare to use his real name? 
 
 
Danilo joins the Movement of Serbian Chetniks Ravne Gore 
 
There is his membership card for this organisation 1990-94. 
 
The organisation's website says it was founded to serve as a guardian of the Ravna Gora ideals 
forged in the struggle for the survival of Serbian people during World War II and today the 
movement is spread throughout the world (though most of the original Chetnik fighters must now 
be deceased). 
 
 
Danilo dies (May 31 2012) 
 
On Thursday, May 31st 2012, Dan, formerly of Queensway, Tiverton, passed away peacefully at              
Oak Tree Court, Wellington, surrounded by his family, aged 92 years. Beloved husband of the late                
Joyce, devoted dad of Steven, Alan, Angela and Milena, father-in-law to David and Mandy, loving               
grandad to Cherilyn and Alisha. He will be sadly missed by all his family and friends. The funeral                  
service will take place at St. George’s Church, Tiverton on Friday, June 15th 2012 at 11:30 a.m.                 
followed by internment at Tiverton Cemetery.  



 

 



 
Image: A family photo album, photo courtesy Angela and Melina  


