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Interviewer 2:  00.00.02 

Brilliant.  So, Ann, just to start off:  can I check we have your consent to participate in the 

interview today?  00.00.07 

Ann:  00.00.08 

Yes, yes you do.  You have my consent.  00.00.11 

Interviewer 2:  00.00.12 

Thank you. So today is Friday the 18th of September 2020 and this is a remote interview which                  

is being conducted on Zoom, and the interviewers are Jolanta Wilson and Nicole Redfern.              

Could we start off by asking you, please, to tell us your full name and where you are today?                   

00.00.29 

Ann:  00.00.31 

My name is Ann Katarzyna Zielonka, and I’m in Sheffield today. Semi-permanent in Sheffield.              

00.00.42 

Interviewer 2:  00.00.43 

Thank you. And I believe we’re going to be speaking about your father today. Could you tell us                  

his name as well?  00.00.48 

Ann:  00.00.49 

Antoni Zielonka.  00.00.51 

Interviewer 2:  00.00.54 

1                                   ©Devon Development Education & Ann Zielonka, 2020 



 
Thanks very much, Ann.  Jolanta do you have our first question?  00.00.57 

Interviewer 1:  00.00.58 

Yes. Ann what is a special object or a photo that you would like to talk about? If it’s a photo                     

please tell us what, what does it show; or if it’s an object could you please describe it?  00.01.17 

Ann:  00.01.18 

Yes. It’s a photo of my father. I think it’s probably taken at the beginning of his career in the                    

Polish Navy. He’s got a Polish sailor’s hat on with a badge on and I think it says – ‘V-’, it                     

certainly says ‘Wojenna’ [a Polish word for war, prounounced ‘Voyenna’ in English], but I can’t               

read the first part of it. He looks very young and he’s got a heavy coat on. I’m just amazed at                     

how young he looks – that's why I picked this photograph; just amazed how young he looks.                 

00.01.50 

Interviewer 1:  00.01.53 

Did your father ever, ever talk about this photo. Did, when, when you first looked at it, did your                   

father describe it?  00.02.03 

Ann  00.02.04 

No, no, he didn’t talk much about his time in the Navy; or he didn’t talk much about the photos.                    

He just said ‘these are photos from when I was in the Navy’, but he didn’t talk about them. So                    

it’s one of, one of a few; we’ve probably got about six photos but this is him on his own looking                     

very young indeed.  00.02.27 

Interviewer 1:  00.02.31 

Would you please tell us about research you’ve been doing to your father’s story?  00.02.40 

Ann:  00.02.42 

Yes. Mr Szypko, Mr Peter Szypko contacted me and said he was doing the — had written an                  

account of his father’s time in the Polish Navy, and we have a mutual friend – a mutual printer                   

that we use, and my phone number is well known and Peter just phoned me. Because my, my                  

phone number is public because I teach yoga so I advertise through the printer and Peter                

phoned me and asked if [I wanted him to do the account of my father’s life] ... So we, I                    
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contributed the information I’d got, and Peter had already got information about the Polish Navy               

anyway because his father was in at the same time - or similar time. I hope that makes sense.                   

Yeah?  00.03.36 

Interviewer 1:  00.03.43 

I’ve lost you for the minute. How easy or difficult was it to, to conduct the research of the                   

documents, to access the —?  00.03.59 

Ann:  00.04.00 

I already had his military documents because my sister had sent for them soon after he died in                  

two thousand and fourteen (2014). So I had a lot of bits of paper [of notes from                 
conversations with him] to do with my father all clumped together in - well in different places,                 

and it was a matter of going through them slowly. They weren’t in any order; and then I took the                    

information and gave the information to Peter – mostly on the phone, I have to say, because of                  

the lockdown.  00.04.41 

Interviewer 1:  00.04.43 

Erm.  00.04.43 

Ann:  00.04.45 

And, oh some of it I actually was writing down and posting through Peter’s door and sometimes                 

through the post. He only lived about two miles, three miles away from me – very close.                 

00.04.59 

Interviewer 1:  00.05.00 

What, what do you know about your father’s time in Okehampton? What were you able to find                 

out about it?  00.05.07 

Ann:  00.05.08 

Well, my father didn’t talk about his time in Okehampton, but I do know he was there for four                   

periods of time between nineteen forty-two (1942) - sorry, between nineteen forty-five (1945)             

and December nineteen forty-seven (1947). He was there one, two; he was there five times –                

he kept coming and going, so he was there for two periods when it was a naval training camp;                   
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three periods, I do apologise, three periods when it was a naval training camp and two periods                 

when it was the resettlement camp. The longest period was twenty-six days in December              

forty-six (‘46) to January forty-seven (‘47).  00.05.56 

Interviewer 1:  00.05.59 

Well, these are very precise dates. Do you know what happened to your father after he, after                 

he left Okehampton camp?  00.06.17 

Ann:  00.06.19 

Yes, he went; yes he went to another resettlement camp. I do apologise - I didn’t know (laugh) I                   

was going to be asked that, but from then he went to work in, in Halesowen, I believe, after this.                    

Yes, I’ve got it – he went to Halesowen which is in, near Birmingham, and went to work as a                    

stoker for Halesowen Gas Company.  00.06.55 

Interviewer 2:  00.06.58 

Ann, could you tell us what that is – what's a stoker?  00.07.01 

Ann:  00.07.02 

A stoker. No, I’m not sure what it is – something, mmm, I don’t really know; but he was a                    

stoker, he was a stoker, I think, in the Navy at some point, so - yes, sorry, I don’t know; I’d have                      

to look it up.  00.07.21 

Interviewer 2:  00.07.23 

No that’s fine. The reason I was asking the question was I was curious as to whether his time in                    

the camp would have prepared him for this job which he did once he left, and if you know                   

anything about that?  00.07.33 

Ann:  00.07.35 

No, I, I know that he did engineering training - agricultural engineering training; so I don’t think                 

he was, this was appropriate for him because he didn’t stay there very long; he, he definitely                 

went to work for Rubery Owen for a long time after this. No - oh Hales, yes, so he was in                     

Halesowen. The research finishes soon after this. Yes, I don’t think, oh - he started at Rubery                 

4                                   ©Devon Development Education & Ann Zielonka, 2020 



 
Owen in, in nineteen fifty (1950), so he was there about two years, between one and two years                  

at the, as a stoker or at the gas works – he used to call it ‘the gas works’.  00.08.27 

Interviewer 2:  00.08.30 

Thanks, Ann. Do you know very much about what he would have been doing or learning while                 

he was at the camp?  00.08.35 

Ann:  00.08.38 

He didn’t talk about what he was doing at the camp. From what I gather he was sent to different                    

places to do training; so he would stay for elev- he stayed eleven days and then was sent to do                    

training elsewhere in England and then another ten days and sent to do training again,               

somewhere else in England, or Scotland – I think England. So we really don’t know what he                 

was doing at the training camp because he didn’t talk about it. We just make assumptions. He                 

did have a time when he did some extra work which I call ‘moonlighting’ - he, he snuck away                   

and did some extra work. That was during the time of, from December nineteen forty-six (1946)                

to January nineteen forty-seven (1947). He said he went and did some, well what did he call it?                  

‘Sneaking away and working’ which I thought moonlighting or cash in hand.  00.09.40 

Interviewer 1:  00.09.43 

Well, if you, if you were able to ask your father any questions about his time in Okehampton,                  

what, what would you like to ask him about?  00.09.54 

Ann:  00.09.55 

Well, I would like to know what he was, how he spent his time there; did he make any friends                    

there and was he doing any training there? And was he happy there? It seemed to be a base,                   

you see.  00.10.14 

Interviewer 1:  00.10.16 

Were you able to find out anything about, during your research, about Okehampton camp –               

when it was a training or resettlement centre?  00.10.29 

Ann:  00.10.30 
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No. We have some photos – oh, that’s Glenholt; so very little, we know very little about                 

Okehampton. We’re very keen to learn - and when I say ‘we’, me and Peter Szypko and I are                   

very keen to know about Okehampton but no, we, we just feel as though it was a base – well,                    

certainly for my father, to come and go. No, so no, I don’t, I don’t know really what he was                    

doing there. When I took my parents on holiday to Devon, which I did on two occasions - to                   

Hope Cove and Sidmouth, he was very, he seemed very comfortable in Devon – he liked Devon                 

very much.  00.11.16 

Interviewer 1:  00.11.20 

And the political situation there, that allowed Polish people to settle here – do you know                

anything about the Resettlement Act or-?  00.11.35 

Ann:  00.11.38 

I have — yeah, well I do know about the Resettlement, that there was a Resettlement Act – yes,                   

but I don’t actually know the detail of it really. So that’s part of my extra reading and study with                    

Peter; Peter and I are sharing books about the resettlement situation and I’m still learning about                

it. I don’t know whether that’s the right answer. We don’t feel as though the Pole – the people                   

that fought for England, the Polish people that fought for England were treated appropriately,              

shall we say, and recognition doesn’t seem to be given to them for what they did in the war.                   

That’s our feeling.  00.12.26 

Interviewer 1:  00.12.31 

Did your father talk about his family in Poland?  00.12.36 

Ann:  00.12.38 

He did; he talked about that he had - that his mother was there, in fact, yeah, it, that his mother                     

had to move to Ukraine because the German, the German occupation took the house they lived                

in. It was on the Polish, near the Ukranian border, and she had to move to be with his sister                    

who had married a Ukranian man, so she lost the house; in fact they, he said they lost the                   

house in Poland twice to the Germans which I think probably happened in the first war as well. I                   

didn’t get clarity on that, but he did - yeah, he talked about his, that they moved. He didn’t talk                    

about them in detail but I do have letters in old Ukranian from my grandma that, that I have yet                    
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to translate, because the first one I translated made, made me so upset I thought I’d need some                  

courage to go through the other letters. So I do have quite a few, in old Ukranian. I’m learning                   

Ukranian, by the way, but it’s a slow process.  00.13.57 

Interviewer 2:  00.14.00 

And - if you’re comfortable sharing, Ann, what was the content of the letters?  00.14.03 

Ann:  00.14.04 

Oh, that one letter, yeah well that first letter, because it was translated by my Ukranian teacher,                 

she’d asked what – oh, no, it’s going to make me upset, what colour was your, what colour were                   

our eyes; sorry - it’s making me upset; my grandma was asking the colour of my eyes and my                   

sister’s eyes in nineteen sixty (1960). I found that very upsetting and that’s why I haven’t looked                 

at any more letters. There are modern letters from cousins; but, yeah, I can remember when I                 

was small, in the hall, when he got the letter to say she’d died, and also I can remember when                    

my aunty died. And we had an uncle Stefan who disappeared completely in the war, so there’s                 

a lot of research to do about him. We never knew what happened to him. And she talks about                   

him in the letter, about how much she misses her, her son. So, yes, so I know what position my                    

father was in the family – he was number three baby to grandma, and the first two died in                   

infancy. So he was like the oldest of three, and I know that, as I say, his brother disappeared in                    

the war and I do know that aunty Nina had three children who we kept in touch with – well my                     

father kept in touch with cos they only wrote in Ukrainian. On his cousins’ side he took — he                   

kept in touch with his cousin and family who live in Gdansk, and I’m still in touch with the family                    

there. So he was in touch with his cousins, who, who were sent to Gdansk for an education.                  

And he, he did talk about his cousins’ father being taken to Auschwitz – and that’s where he                  

died. So he lost his uncle to, in Auschwitz. What else can I say? So I’m very sad that I never                     

met my cousins (well, I met one of them, they came here, so I have), but I have met my second                     

cousin. What else can I say? He talked about the house he lived in; he talked about how poor                   

the land was – they were working the land. He talked about, I think how they ground the corn                   

and had a spin, and a weaving loom in the house and it was a wooden house. There was a fire                     

in the middle. So he did talk a little bit about the house where they lived but he always said how                     

poor they were and how poor the land was. Sorry, I got a bit upset there.  00.17.04 

Interviewer 2:  00.17.05 
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Not at all.  Would you like to take a pause for a minute?  00.17.07 

Ann:  00.17.09 

Yeah, can do, yeah.  00.17.12 

Interviewer 2:  00.17.13 

OK, I’ll just pause the recording here for a moment. (00.17.15 - 00.17.17). So, we’re going to                 

resume the recording here.  00.17.19 

Ann:  00.17.20 

OK, thank you.  00.17.21 

Interviewer 2:  00.17.22 

And, Ann, I wanted to ask you about how you find yourself thinking about your heritage and                 

your identity. For your father it was obviously a different culture that he was born into, but for                  

yourself you’ve lived your whole life in the UK. What part does your Ukranian heritage play                

when you think about your own identity?  00.17.42 

Ann:  00.17.43 

Well, I always feel as though there’s something missing – I’ve always felt there was something                

missing. Because my mother was from such a big family – we were always seeing her                

relatives; and she would always say ‘he’s got no family’ but it wasn’t the case - we just couldn’t                   

reach the family before eight-, before nineteen eighty-nine (1989), we just couldn’t get to them if                

you see what I mean. They were politically away from us and it was difficult to make sure the                   

letters got there, any parcels we sent got there – that was the problem. But, yeah, there was                  

always that part missing, so I, I really do regret not forcing the issue and trying to learn Polish.                   

Saying that, when I left home I went to learn Polish in the nineteen eighties (1980s) but I                  

became unwell and didn’t carry my studies, carry on with my studies. So later, two thousand                

and two (2002), two thousand and five (2005), I found some Ukranian lessons in Manchester               

but it does involve travelling on a Friday to Manchester and it’s very, very slow learning when                 

you’re not amongst them. So I am learning Ukranian slowly. Painfully slowly. OK, I forgot what                

the question was!  (Muffled laugh.)  00.19.08 
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Interviewer 2:  00.19.09 

No, you answered it beautifully; it was about how you think about that part of your heritage when                  

you think of your own identity.  00.19.14 

Ann:  00.19.15 

Yes, there’s a big hole there, a big hole. So I’m so glad that Peter contacted me and has done                    

this research. I’m so glad. And I’m so glad, you know, we’re sharing books on the Polish Navy                  

and we’re learning about the Polish Navy in a way that I’ve never known, you know, never learnt                  

before. So, so I’m really grateful to Peter for that. And grateful that you’ve included me in the                  

re.., in the exhibition, research, interview, very grateful.  00.19.49 

Interviewer 2:  00.19.51 

And, Ann, I’m wondering about your experience of learning Ukranian as, as another language              

and then thinking about your dad when he arrived in Britain. Have you ever made that                

comparison?  00.20.03 

Ann:  00.20.05 

I’ve, oh, Now, just, we’ve just got 20% battery on the, on the Huawei Mediapad left - that’s what                   

just flashed up; but that should be all right (laugh). Yes, I don’t know how he, how he managed                   

to learn so many languages, my father. And then to come to England. He must have been                 

learning English while he was on, in the Navy, I would imagine. I don’t know, I don’t know how                   

he learnt English but he was always one for learning new things. So he would have been, oh he                   

would have been nearly thirty, wouldn’t he, when he was learning? Well early, in his twenties                

learning English, but it’s a mystery to me, how he knows Russian, Ukranian and Polish so well –                  

how he knew that, because he would flip between the languages and he knew the culture of the                  

three countries. Oh he knew the music, shall we say - not the dancing but the music; but he                   

didn’t mix with the Polish people in Wolverhampton, he didn’t mix with the Ukranians, he never                

took us to Ukranian Club, and he never took us to Polish Club – and that’s a great sadness. So                    

I’m making up for it now; I go to these clubs, those that exist; I’m in touch with people that are                     

doing research into the past and research into the camp. Tania Robinson in, in Nottinghamshire,               

she’s doing research into all camps – the Ukranian Resettlement as well as the Polish ones.                

Yes, so I’m making up for last time, lost time and I’m regularly in touch with my relative in                   
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Gdansk and I got to the wedding in Warsaw in July which is a miracle – her second wedding.                   

It’s a miracle that I got there – but I got there. So I’m in touch with and I’m make, as I say, just                        

making up for lost time.  00.22.00 

Interviewer 2:  00.22.04 

Thanks Ann. Do you have a sense of why your father perhaps didn’t want to mix with the Polish                   

and Ukranian communities or engage with those clubs when you were in Wolverhampton?             

00.22.15 

Ann:  00.22.16 

I don’t know, I don’t know. He, my sister said he turned his back on Poland and the Ukraine.                   

Maybe he was disillusioned with the political system – I don’t know. I don’t know why he didn’t;                  

he just wanted, oh he always wanted to be considered English. That’s right – ‘I am English’.                 

Once he got naturalised he would say ‘I’m English’. So that was hard for me (resigned laugh).                 

Because he had a very strong accent.  00.22.46 

Interviewer 1:  00.23.06 

Would there be anything else, Ann, that you would like to share with us?  00.23.11 

Ann:  00.23.12 

No, no, I’m, as I say I’m very grateful to be part of the - is it an exhibition? Or part of the                       

research and exhibition so thank you very much. And I’m very sad about the technology; I                

haven’t got it working yet.  00.23.30 

Interviewer 2:  00.23.31 

That’s OK, not a problem. We’ll also be making a transcript of the recording, which is a written                  

record – so, even if there’s crackles on the sound, we’ll have a good written record. 

Ann, I have maybe one or two questions for you before we finish if that’s OK?  00.23.46 

Ann:  00.23.47 

Yes, that’s fine; yes.  00.23.48 

Interviewer 2:  00.23.49 
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So, my first question is: when you think about your father when he first arrived in the UK as a                    

young man in the Navy – what, what does that make you feel? What do you think or feel?                   

00.24.01 

Ann:  00.24.02 

Oh, when he, when he joined the Navy? He comes over as quite enthusiastic to join; well, what                  

do I think of him? He didn’t want to do any marching, so from the gulag down to the Middle East                     

he must have done some marching; he didn’t want to join the army. They were asked what they                  

wanted to join; he said the Navy. So that’s interesting. I just can’t imagine how he felt when he                   

arrived, arrived in England, I just can’t imagine because he’d been through so much and he                

carried on going through so much until he settled in nineteen forty-nine (1949) or nineteen               

forty-eight (1948). I just don’t, I just can’t imagine, except that he had quite a, a positive outlook                  

on life so a very serious, serious chap - always worked hard, but he seemed, he seemed to                  

have quite a positive outlook. So I don’t know whether that’s answered the question; I just, as I                  

say, I can’t imagine what it’s like to land in a foreign country and not speak the language.                  

00.25.09 

Interviewer 2:  00.25.12 

Thank you. And then my last question is about whether there are any questions or anything you                 

would like to say to or to ask you dad if you could now about, about his experience coming to                    

the UK?  00.25.26 

Ann:  00.25.27 

Yes. I, I suppose, was he happy to settle in England? Because part of me thinks he would                  

have chosen America if my mother had agreed. So I would have said was he reasonably                

happy, because the political situation didn’t allow him to go back to Poland, so I would ask him -                   

yes, that’s right, was he happy?  00.25.52 

Interviewer 2:  00.25.57 

Thank you, Ann. That’s a great question to finish on. So we’re going to finish the recording                 

here.  00.26.04 

Ann:  00.26.04 
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Thank you.  00.26.04 

Interviewer 2:  00.26.05 

And then, and then we’ll talk a little bit about the next steps. Thanks so much for participating                  

[today].  00.26.09 

Ann:  00.26.10 

[Thank you]; thanks for inviting me.  00.26.12 
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