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Note to readers: 
 

Our research files have been compiled by a committed and diligent team of volunteer 
researchers.  

Please be aware that while our volunteers have received training in basic research skills, 
they are not professional historians.  

We welcome further use of our research-files (with due credit).  However, we encourage you 
to perform your own fact-checking / research processes  before relying on any of the 
information contained here. 

 

  



 

My father Franc Rozic was born on 30th July 1928 in the village of Otoveć, Slovenia, 
Yugoslavia. He had brothers and sisters older and younger. His mother died in childbirth. He 
didn't go to school very much as he had to work in the vineyards and in the fields. One 
afternoon in 1948 he was in the curing shed where a ham was hanging and he cut a slice of 
ham off and his father caught him and basically kicked him out and never went home again. 

 

He was sixteen and left with the clothes he stood up in and must have wondered what to do 
but eventually he walked to Italy which is 52 miles where the navy helped him to get to 
Plymouth, England. He went to Chaddlewood which was a camp for displaced persons. 
While he was there he was cooking for other displaced persons. He stayed for a while and 
then moved. He left Plymouth and went to another camp for displaced persons in Cruwys 
Morchard, near Tiverton. When he was there he would go and work for local farmers. After 
he had been to Cruwys Morchard camp he went to another camp for displaced persons 
which was on the outskirts of Tiverton called Bolham. At both of these camps he worked on 
local farms. After he stopped working on these camps he kept in contact with those families. 
My dad also lodged with a couple of families in Tiverton.  

When dad got married to my mum in 23rd July 1960 he was working in Heathcoat factory.  

 

  



 

Franc Rozic picture archive 

Compiled by Community Heritage Coordinator Lizzie Mee 

Dale Snow approached Community Heritage Co-ordinator Lizzie Mee after the photo below 
was posted on Facebook. This is a picture of her mother and father getting married – one 
she hadn’t seen before. 



 

 

Dale then came into the museum to share a family archive stretching back 70 years and 
documenting her father’s journey from Slovenia to Tiverton. 

This photo shows “Frank Rosic” (an anglicised version of Franc’s name, Franc Rozic) as a 
very young man. Franc was thrown out of home in 1948 after ‘stealing’ ham from the home 



 

larder – he was a teenager. In his young life Franc would have already experienced the 
brutality of both a Civil War and a World War. He walked to Italy from his home and found 
his way into the British Royal Navy. This photo would have been taken around that time (we 
think). 

 



 

We know that Franc joined the Navy as Dale still has his discharge papers. These are dated 

1949. 

 

Franc was discharged in Plymouth and was taken to a displaced persons camp that can be 
called ‘Chaddlewood’. We know this because of the envelope below. Franc didn’t speak 
about the camps to his family. Nor did he talk about his home in Slovenia (until much later). 



 

 

Franc then went to a camp in Cruwys Morchard and finally Bolham Rd. He would have been 
moved according to the work that was available at the time. He would have been required to 
have an Identity Card (see below). 

 



 

 

This picture was taken around the time that Franc arrived in the UK and was living in camps. 

 

 



 

 

 

Franc settled into life at the Bolham Rd camp. He met several other ‘Yugoslavs’ at the camp 
including a man called ‘Rapo’ who was friendly with many of the other eastern Europeans.  

 

Dale remembers the group spending quite a bit of time together and going to the pub, or 
spending time at other people’s houses. Like many he worked at Heathcoat Factory (at first). 
Sadly he was fired (for smoking on the premises) but he found other work quickly. 

This is a picture of the group of friends going on a day trip together. 



 

 

 

Franc married Fay and then started a family. He built his life in Tiverton. He played darts and 
enjoyed his car.  

 



 

Dale was born. He had no contact with his family in Slovenia. 

 

In 1972 this changed as Franc and his family received a letter from the Red Cross. Franc’s 
sister in Slovenia had been searching for Franc and the Red Cross had found him. 



 

  

This is a picture of Franc’s sister. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A photo of Dale and Franc at home in Tiverton: 

 

 

 

Dale remembers her father being happy that his sister had got in touch. She also remembers 
it as a strange experience for her. This was the first time that she had been told that her 
father was from another country.  

 

Prior to visiting his family, Franc registered his presence in England with a Certificate of 
Naturalisation. This was a way of formally declaring your residency. 



 

 

This document is Franc’s Certificate of Naturalisation which he got before visiting his sister.  

 



 

The family went all together and Dale met her Dad’s family for the first time. It was an 
emotional but generally positive trip. For more information listen to Dale’s oral history or read 
the transcription. 



 

 



 

 

 

Franc was welcomed into Fay’s family and Dale remembers a very happy home. This picture 
shows Fay’s mother with the family. 

 


